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Joel 2:25 “I wi! restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you.”

THE LOCUST.
Exodus 10:14-15 “The 
locusts came up over all the 
land of Egypt and settled 
on the whole country of 
Egypt, such a dense swarm 
of locusts as had never been 
before, nor ever will be 
again. They covered the 
face of the whole land, so 
that the land was 
darkened”.

It is little wonder that 
such 
swarms 
of these 

voracious 
creatures are known as a 
“plague”. Even if God had 
not used them as a 
judgement on Egypt, we 
would still see how potent 
they are in devouring 

everything that is good and 
of use to man and how 
quickly they can devastate 
whole countries of their 
sustenance.

The scripture in Joel 
shows us how God can turn 
around such devastation 
and restore things that have 
been wasted. When  this is 
applied to spiritual things, 
especially the “fruitfulness” 
of lives lived to God’s glory, 
we readily see that there 
are many “plagues” that can 
eat away at our usefulness 
to God and prevent us 
glorifying Him during our 
time on earth.

We need to have a great 
care in our handling of this 
world’s goods and values. So 
often what appears to be 
good and legitimate, soon 

devours our time, energy 
and potential for fruit-
bearing.

It seems strange, that a 
man like John the Baptist, 
should eat “locusts and wild 
honey” [Mark 1:6] yet it 
reveals to us that, whilst 
there are many things in 
this world that have the 
potential to spoil, they can 
be used by those who seek 
to serve God, providing 
they are handled carefully, 
wisely and under the 
control of the Holy Spirit.

We should, however, 
never overlook the ways in 
which God uses the locust 
in judgement, and be aware 
that, things we think 
essential, may be devoured 
so as to improve and make 
us better servants of God.


