
PRAYER 
Why does God want us to pray? 

How can we pray effectively? 



Why does God want us to pray? 

1. To build our trust in Him 

2. Fellowship with Him 

3. Involvement for us in His work 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

 



Prayer Changes the Way God Acts 

• You do not have, because you do not ask God. 

When you ask, you do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your pleasures.(James 4:2-3) 

 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

 



Praying in God’s Will 

• Knowledge of scriptures or scriptural principles needed 
• You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our 

father David: "'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.’ Indeed 
Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had 
decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous 
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
God boldly (Acts 4:25-31) 

 
 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

 



Praying with Faith 

• Never wishful thinking 

• Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in 
prayer, believe that you have received it, and 
it will be yours. Mark 11:24 

 

 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

• Obedience and confession 

 



Obedience and Confession 

• For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer (1 Peter 

3:12) 

• Forgive my hidden faults (Ps 19:12) 

 

 

 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

• Obedience and confession 

• Forgiving others 

 

 



Forgiving Others 

• For if you forgive men when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. (Matt 6:14) 

 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

• Obedience and confession 

• Forgiving others 

• Earnestly 

 



Praying in Earnest 

• During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he 
offered up prayers and petitions with loud 
cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. (Heb 5:7) 

• Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 
them that they should always pray and not 
give up . (Luke 18:1) 

 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

• Obedience and confession 

• Forgiving others 

• Earnestly 

• Waiting  

 



Waiting and Patience 

• I wait for you, O LORD; you will answer, O Lord 
my God. (Ps 38:15) 

• And so after waiting patiently , Abraham 
received what was promised. (Heb 6:15) 

• I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to 
me and heard my cry. (Ps 40:1) 

 

 



• Prayer changes the way God acts 

• Praying in God’s will 

• Praying with faith 

• Obedience and confession 

• Forgiving others 

• Earnestly 

• Waiting  

• Fasting 

 



Fasting 

• Increased dependence on the Lord 

• More attention to prayer 

• Reminder of our need to sacrifice ourselves 
too 

• Good for self-discipline 

• Heightens spiritual awareness 

• An earnestness 

• "When you fast,……. (Matt 6:16) 

 

 

 



Matthew 7: 7-11 

• Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks 
finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 
opened. "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, 
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? If you, then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him! 

 

 

 



John Piper Video 

To view John Piper’s message on Prayer, as 
discussed in this presentation, please visit the 

following link: 
 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-
library/sermons/ask-your-father-in-heaven 
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Questions for Next Time 

• Why do we have difficulty praying, particularly when 
we know full well God loves to hear us pray? How can 
we overcome these difficulties? 

• How do we become burdened so we pray earnestly? 

• How much do we really believe that prayer about our 
assembly can make it fruitful?  

• When we pray earnestly, do we spend time waiting 
upon the Lord to speak with us? Any help on this? 

• Why do we not get every prayer we ask answered? 

 

 

 


